The purpose of this paper is to investigate the meaning of 1Peter2:24-25 in context the historical and socio-caltural situation the first centure.	The author of epistle is probably apostle Peter (1:1),�who is writing from Rome (Babylon 5:13), where he foresaw imminent persecutions. The epistle of Peter was probably written in A.D 63-64, just before Nero’s persecutions.								The recipients of the letter are Gentile Christians  (1:14,18; 2:2,10; 4:3,4), who lived in the provinces of Asia Minor (1:1). Probably, Peter did not preach the Gospel to them. There is no evidence of personal relationship between the epistle’s author and recipients. The readers of the epistle represent a wide range of the socio-economical scale: some of them are slaves (2:18); some are perhaps rich women (3:3); some are women whose husbands do not believe in Christ (3:1), young people (5:5) and elders (5:1). Peter himself explains the purpose of his epistle (5:12). His desire was to encourage Christians who lived among hostility and mockeries (2:12; 3:16; 4:4; 4:14). Suffering is natural for Christian (4;12), but they will not be continued always. The “the end of all things is near” (4:7). In suffering Christians may ask questions: Is Christianity true? If it is true, why do followers of Christ suffer a lot? Why does God  not care?” Apostle answers such a possible questions. Peter says that their suffering is not in vain. Christian’s sufferings make sense. The suffering take place in their life so that their faithe “may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed (1:7). Athouh Christians from Asia Minor are in suffering, they have to be holy (1:14-16), because now they are “living stones”(2:5), “chosen people, holy nation, people belonging to God.” They were “called out of darkness into his {God’s} wonderful light”(2:9).	However, what does it mean to be holy? It means to “rid	yourselves of all malice and all deceit...”(2:1)�. Holiness also means submission: citizens should submit to their government(2:13); slaves should submit to their musters(2:18); wives should submit to their unbelieving husbands (3:1); young people should submit to older people (5:5); everybody should submit to God (5:6).		 			 	Verses 24-25 (1Pet. 2) complete Peter’s appeal to the slaves which started from verse 18. Peter encourages slaves to submit to their masters. Not all masters are just. However, slave’s obligation of submission to their master does not depend on the master’s character. Whether masters are good or bad, Christian-slaves have to submit to their masters. There is no credit to them, who suffer for doing wrong, but there is credit to them, who endure suffering as a result of submission. Such submission occurs in the name of God. Why should we suffer unjustly? Because Christ suffered. Christ left this example for us. You, slaves, suffer unjustly and Christ suffered unjustly too. In his suffering he did not retaliate. “He entrusted himself to him who judges justly” (2:23). However, it is not ease to suffer and not retaliate. Peter understand, that people whom he is appealing had their own weaknesses. “Well, Christ left the example for us, but is this realistic for us, sinful people, to follow his example?” Peter continues: “ Christ is not merely an realistic example for you to follow.just left an example for us. Christ “himself bore our sins in his body on the tree.” The word translated “bore” belongs to the sacrificial vocabulary. In 1Pet.2:5 the same word is translated as “to offer.” Priests offered a sacrifice on the altar. However, Peter does not mean the “altar” when he uses the word “to bear.” Priests offered only perfest animals on the alter.� Christ did not offer our sins on the altar. He offered them on the tree. The word       (tree) was used in Dt.21:22-23 (LXX)�. When man was punished by death, his body hung on the tree. The body on the tree was under the God’s curse. Christ body was hung on the tree. Christ body was under God’s curse.� Jesus was no a criminal or a sinner. He was innosent. We are sinners and we are guity. Our bodyes had to be hung on the tree as a punishment for our sins. However, Christ was hung on the tree instead of us. He was under God’s curse for our sins. How is it possible to take somebody sins? According to Leviticos 16, a scapegoat took the sins of the people  into the wilderness on the day of atonemant. The ideas of altar, tree and scapegoat probably were in Peter’s mind when he wrote the epistle.�To bear sins in a body means that Christ  “took the blame for sins, accepting the punishment due for them.”�


	What was the consequence of Christ’s suffering? Why did Christ suffer? “So that we might die to sins and live for righteousness.” Now we are free from sin; we may die for sin. It was not possible before Christ died for us. It was not possible before that we do not sin, but it is possible now. In a past time we lived in transgressions and iniquities (Is.53), but now we can live for righteousness. As a result Christ suffering slaves can submit to harsh masters, wife can submit to their unbelievers husbands, Christians can live according with high moral standards.


	“...by his wound you have been healed.”  Perhaps slaves as nobody else understood these words. They understood what does it mean to “bore sin in body," they understood what does it mean to be healed by wound. Slaves themselves were punished for doing wrong. They were beating by their masters. On their backs were wounds from a punishment. The wounds were payment for doing wrong. Slaves bear their punishment in their bodies. They redeemed their own sins by their own wounds.� However, Christ wounds were not a result of his doing wrong. His wounds are vicarious. In his wounds is our healing. The word healing carries a meaning wider than a physical healing. It was healing of whole people’s nature�. Apostle Peter quote Isaiah, However, Isaiah says that “by his wound “we” are healed “(53:5). Peter says: “by his wounds “you” have been healed”. He deliberately switches “we” in “you.” Why is he doing so? Probably, he wants to stress, that salvation was given not just for Jews. Christ wounds are available for former pagans too.


	 Christ suffered for them. He suffered innocently. In his suffering he did not retaliate. The result of his suffering is great.  As a result of his suffering they are brought to God and healed (3:18). Slaves suffer too. They suffer innocently too and their sufferings make sense too. They can help people to find healing in Christ. Their(slaves) suffering can not  redeem sins of people, but their suffering and their submission can prepare hearts of the people for the day, when God visits them (2:12).


		In verse 25 Peter refers to the pagans past of recipients. Again he uses “you." “You were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” How this verse connects with previous verses? Christ suffered for them, died for them, because they “were going astray." Theirs “Going astray” covered all areas of life. In past life they did sin, in past life they retaliated to their enemies. “Each of “them” has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of “them” all“ (Is. 53:6). Because they “were astray," the Lord has lain iniquity of them all on Christ. However, now that time had finished. It was a past time, when each of them had his own way. Now time has come when all of them have one road. This road is righteousness. In this road they will be no lonely. Now they have a Shepherd.  Christ himself will feed them and lead them. Christ is not just Shepherd. He is Overseer also. It means, that he will protect them, he will teach them, he will watch for them. They have many difficulties in life. However, they have a reasons to be courage: they have a mighty God, who now will be a part of their life. He is their Shepherd and Overseer. He will be with them always. 
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�In many passages Peter explains the pattern of holiness (1:13,22; 2:11; 3:15; 4:7,8)


�E.G. Selwyn, The First Epistle of St. Peter, Thornapple Commentaries (Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506, 1981), p. 180


�A word       also used in Act.5:30 and 10:39. The same word was used to define tree for the punishment criminals in Greek-Roman world too (E.G. Selwyn, p. 181)


�It is important to say, that Christ bore our sins in his body. God laid our sins on his body. Punishment for our sins Christ endures in his body. Sin had no place in his inner world. It does not mean that he has just suffered in his body. However, the reason of suffering “not in his body” was rather rejection by people than punishment for our sins.


�Although recipients of the letter were no Jews, they were probably aquatinted with the Old Testament (like Cornelius Act.10). That is why Peter refers to Old Testament quite often.


�J.N.D. Kelly, p.123


�”... even as adult those in slavery were subject to corporal punishment, private or public. Demosthenes had said (22.55) that the greatest difference between a slave and a free person is that the slaves “is answerable with his body for all offenses.” Freedman, David Noel ed. The Anchor Bible Dictionary.vol. 6. New York: Doubleday, 1992. p.69


�Apostol Peter quotes from the Is. 53:5: “by his wounds we are healed.” These words were written for people in exile. In that case most important was healing of broken hearts of people, because of exile. For their sins they were in exile. The task of Servant of the Lord was heal people from the consequence of sin. The same task was solved by Christ. 








